
Stefano Ricci’s silk factory weaves new
dreams 
Posted on December 10, 2025 by Sabina Castelfranco

FLORENCE — In November 2025, a new fabric design emerged from the historic archive of the Antico
Setificio Fiorentino in Florence’s ancient San Frediano quarter. The broccatella Folia, a pattern whose
origins lie centuries deep in Florentine textile tradition, was announced to the world via social media,
accompanied by a simple declaration that this was still, as it had been since 1786, a “fabbrica dei
sogni”: a factory of dreams. For a workshop that produces silk damasks and lampassi on 18th-
century semi-mechanical looms, using a warping machine built on a design by Leonardo da Vinci, the
description is not hyperbole. It is a statement of operating philosophy.

Register for full Italy Now access - it's free

  Login
or continue with

Google

Don't have an account? Register Here

https://italynow.co.uk/wp-login.php?action=register?redirect_to=https%3A%2F%2Fitalynow.co.uk%2Fflorences-18th-century-silk-factory-weaves-new-dreams%2F

